
Fellow Citizens oj. Me Council, * 

■ Jlr.d of the -House vf Representatives:. • 

Since tffe last rarttr'jf n'f the Legislative Assembly, the people cf 
the Territory httve had renewed Cans® of gratitude to the Most High, 
for the many apd great blessings with which he has favored'them, and 
' espieially for the general prevalence of health and abundant supplies of 
the necessaries atid comforts of Hfe. 

The tide of emigration continues to potir into our favored land a nu¬ 
merous'and intelligent population from almost every, state of the Union, 
and you enjoy a high and proud privilege irf representing in the law 
making department of the tcrritorial government, a people of whom it 
may be justly said, that in proportion to their numbers, they possess 
a* much Intelligence, morality, and religion, as any ether within the 
■wide limits of the national sovereignty. It gives me pleasure to 
inform you that the laws have heen'duly administered and the duties 
of the public functionaries faithfully performed. 

The act of the Legislature ol the 12lh of February, 1844, '“to provide 
for the expression of the opinion of the people of the territory of Iowa up¬ 
on the subject of a state Constitution for the state of Iowa” resulted, as 
you know, in the Vote of a majority in favor of a convehtion, and dele¬ 
gates to form a Constitution having been elected in conformity to (he pro¬ 
visions of the sot, they assembled at the Capitbf in November last and 













performed th. duty assigned them. The Constitution as it came from the 
hands of the convention was presented to Congress at'the last session, 
and an act was passed by that body for the admission of Iowa into the 
Lmon as a state, upon Certain conditions, among which was our accep- 
tanee of a boundary so greatly curtailing on the. .North and West the 
limits of the proposed state, as included in the boundary,adopted by the 
convention, as to cause very general di?satigfaoti6rt among the people 
of the territory—indeid such is the general repugnance to the bounds- i 
tj offered us by Congress, that I believe it will with great reluctance 
he acoeded to at any time. 

The vote taken at the election in last month /or and against the Con¬ 
stitution, in conformity to the provisions of the act of the I2th of Feb¬ 
ruary, 1844, to which I have before referred, ' tho’ not yet officially as¬ 
certained, has certainly r.sulted in the rejection o«that instrument, and 
there is reason to believe that .the boundary, offered us by Congress 
had much influence in produoing that result. The rejection of the 
Constitution by the vote th. people will impose upon yon th, neces¬ 
sity of further legislation preparatory to presenting anew to Congress 
our claims to admission Into the Union. 

The opinion prevail* frith many of our fellow citizens, that at pres¬ 
ent, and under existing circumstances, a majority, would prefer to. re¬ 
main under the territorial government to incuring the responsibilities 
and expenses of a state government; and a proper respect for the res¬ 
pectable minority who Voted against the convention last year, and the 
well known fact that many who voted for it have since changed their 
opmmn would seem to justify, if not require, that the question be again 
submitted to the people, whether or not they will at this time have a 
' convent,on especially a. no time will be lost in again presenting our 
elaims for adm.ssmn into the Union, if the majority should at the next 
August election vote for a convention. And in that case the course pur- 
sued under the act of 12th February, 1844, would bringu, to the same 
result, in June to present the constitution to the new Congress at its 
hrst session. ° 

The contested boundary between the state of Missouri and this ter- 
ri cry, has recently produced consequences greatly to be regretted 
Two, ndm duals, the sheriff and deputy sheriff of the county ofAdair 
»n Missoun, vvhich has been so organized as to embrace a part of 
our county of Davis, have been indicted in that county—the^h.riff 
for exercising hi. office within our boundary, without legal authority 
Wd contrary to eur statute, and the deputy for arresting in DavU 




C«unty and falsely imprisoning a citizen of this territory. In the latter 
case a trial was had at the last term of the district court in that county! 
which resulted in a conviction and sentence of line and ten days im¬ 
prisonment in the Penitentiary. The trial of the sheriff was continued 
until the next term of the court, and upon his refusal to enter into re¬ 
cognizance (without secu^i'y) for his appearance, the court ordered 
him to be eommittied to prison. The monjent I received such information 
in relation to these transactions as I could rely upon, I pardoned Linder, 
(the convicted deputy sheriff) and remitted his fine, and at the game time 
pardoned Mullinix, the sheriff,, the offence for which he stood indioted, 
and directed the officer hiving hi® in ohirga to release him. There 
oan be no doubt that these men in the commission of the offences against 
our laws, for which they were indioted, acted,under the authority of the 
state of Missouri, and in wliot they considered the discharge of their 
official duty, and hence, as well as to satisfy the authorities of Missou¬ 
ri, that we are by no means disposed to'proseeute this unfortunate con¬ 
troversy in a vindictive spirit, I deemed it m-y duty to relieve their cit¬ 
izens from the difficulties into whiefe they had fallen.. This controversy 
is to be regretted not only for the immediate and probable effects of it, 
but because the territorial government hernarpowsr to adjust it or join 
in the submission ofit to acompetent tribunal! .Congress, by an act en¬ 
titled “An act respecting the northern boundary ,of the state of Missou¬ 
ri,!’ approved June 17th, 1844, authorized the state of Missouri, if her 
Legislature thought proper to assent to the provisions of the act, to ap¬ 
point one commissioner, and the territorial authorities to appoint one, 
and authorized the two so appointed to select a third, to act with them 1 
in the adjustment of the controversy, and the Legislature of Missouri, as 
I leern from a copy of the message of the Governor of that state, pasted 
en act to carry into effect the act of Congress, but the Governor declin¬ 
ed to approve it and returned it with objections to its pasage, and I have 
understood (though not officially informed ofit) that the measure failed, 
so that the controversy remains as it stood before the passage of the act 
of Congress. I send you a copy of a letter which I addressed to the 
Governor of Missouri, on the occasion cf-the discharge of the individ¬ 
uals prosecuted in Davis county, and respectfully recommtnd that you 
take'the lead in applying to Congress to make provision for an imme¬ 
diate legal adjustment of the controversy. Until it can be finally set¬ 
tled there wjll be constant danger of collision between the authorities 
of Missouri and those of this territory, v and citizens holding offices 
under either government will be subject to tnuch ineofiveniencs and 
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possibly lo injury fdr the discharge of what they are constrained to con¬ 
sider their official duties. The territorial'government has no power 
to surrender the disputed territory, if they were disposed to do so, 
(which they certainly are not;) it has been committed to us by the 
General Government, and we have at all times exercised jurisdiction 
over it—to abandon it therefore would be a 4ireliction of duty not only 
to the government of the United States, but to its inhabitants, who 
claim to be citizens of this territory, and demand the protection of its 
laws. ' Some years ago this controversy came very near producing 
armed ( hostilities between the state of Missouri and this territory. My 
predecessor in office on that occasion, called a portion of the Militia 
into service to protect our citizens resident within the disputed tract of 
country against the exercise of the jurisdiction of Missouri over them. 
In doing so he acted in the discharge of a duty which evidently resulted 
from the relation in which the territory stands to the government of the 
Union, but it would seem from the repeated refusals of Congress to pro¬ 
vide for the payment of the officers and men called into service on that 
occasion, that the effort then made to sustain the right of the United 
States against the claim of Missouri, was not considered as authorized, 
and hence it may reasonably be feared that our citizens would with 
great reluctance perform a service which receives neither money nor 
thanks, from those for w hom it would be rendered. But it is hoped 
that a necessity will not again occur for putting their patriotism to such 
a test. The idea of a resort lo arms between neighbors, citizens of the 
same government,'in such a controversy cannot be tolerated^ but in a 
case of extreme •necessity. I respectfully submit the subject to your 
Consideration end recommend that such measure* may. be adopted, as 
you may consider best calculated to protect our citizens resident within 
lire disputed boundary against the necessity of submitting to the laws 
Of two distinct and independent governments, and of being held liable 
to be punished for resistance to either, and by both for the same offence 
against the penal laws common to both. 

Our.fndian neighbors within,the Iowa superintendency have conducted 
themselves with fcore than ordinary propriety during the last winter and 
present spring. The Sacs and Foxes, with a few exceptions among the 
latter, give strong assurance of their intention to remove next autumn 
fron the western part of the lands ceded by them to the United States, 
by the trehty of Oetober,l842. Their removal will open an extensive 
fertile and beautiful portion of the territory to immediate settlement, 
and Subject it to the laws of the territory. I would therefore rcepect- 
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fully recommend that provision be made by law for attaching it, prospec¬ 
tively,to the adjacent organized counties for judicial and other purposes. 

In November last the government of the United States made a second 
unsuccessful effort to induce the Winnebago Indians to relinquish the 
Neutral Ground, and take up their residence in some part of the country 
appropriated to the use of the Indian tribes removed by government 
from within the limits of the States. This policy of the Government 
in reference to the Indian^, however injuriously it may seem to operate 
in some particular instanoes, is for the most part humane and wise, and 
considered in reference to the present condition and future prospects of 
the W innebagoes, is peculiarly- so. The large annuities paid by gov¬ 
ernment, and the insufficiency of the laws enacted for their protection 
against the avaricious feelings and'demoralizing practices of the whites, 
doom thejn, (unless speedily relieved,) to become the certain victims to 
that rage for intoxicating drinks, to which the indolent and irregular 
habits of the Indian race render them peculiarly liable. They have be¬ 
come perhaps the most degraded of all the western tribes—they kave 
no longer the habits of the Red Man—the chase is almost abandoned, 
and their council fires, ii Kindled at all, seem only intended to light up 
the wretched seen* of their drunkenness and debauchery. The money 
and provisions furnished them by government, would render them en¬ 
tirely independent of any of those casualties affecting the means of liv¬ 
ing of the most favored communities, but so loDg as they are supplied 
with liquor by the abandoned and profligate scoundrels engaged in this 
most nefarious trafle, they will continue to diminish ip numbers, and 
to descend, if possible, into still lower depths of degradation. Nei¬ 
ther a regard lor the comforts of the Indians themselves, nor the peace 
and safety of the white population residing near them, seem to im¬ 
pose the least restraint upon those abandoned and unprincipaled men, 
while the immense profits accruing from the successful prosecution of 
their trade, furnish the ready means of defraying the pecuniary penal¬ 
ties imposed by law, and leave an ample remuneration for their most 
philsnthropic labors. I have continued to urge upon your considera¬ 
tion, at each successive session, the importance sf further and more se¬ 
vere legislation upon this subject, and I now again respectfully suggest 
the propriety of such additional legislation as will restrain the practi¬ 
ces referred to. The consequences resulting from the continuance of 
this traffic are shocking to humanity and disgraceful to a Christian peo¬ 
ple. We have undertaken the guardianship of this unfortunate race, 
and are responsible for its faithful execution, and I know no reason 
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why the persons, as well a* the purse*, of this class of offender* should 
not be reached, if necessary, for the attainment of the object. 

Our statutary code seems to be satisfactory to the people, and I am 
not aware that any material changes in it are necessary. No provision 
has been made for the publication of the acts of the extraordinary session 
of the Legislature, held in the month of June of the last year. I beg 
leave, therefore, to suggest the propriety of their publication with the 
act* of the present session. 

The appropriation made last year by Congress for the expenses of 
your session was made subject to the payment of arrearages of 
expenses of previous-sessions, and, has been so far applied to that 
purpose as to make it neccessary that *y our present session should be a 
short one, to bring the expenses of it within^he amount remaining in the 
hands of the Secretary for their payment, and I earnestly recommend 
that it may not be exceeded. The creation of demands against the ter¬ 
ritory, for the payment of Which the treasury affords no means, under 
the expectation (which may be disappointed) that Congress will pro¬ 
vide for them, is productive of great inconvenience to those to whom 
they are payable, and ought to. be avoided. 1 therefore respectfully re¬ 
commend despatch in the performance of your duties, and beg leave to 
assure yod of my readiness to co-operate with you in any measures 
tending to the promotion of the general good. 

I am very Respectfully 

Your Ob’t. Serv’t, 

JOHN CHAMBERS. 

lewa City, May 5th, 1845. 


(COPY.) ' 

EtuCUTiVE Orrici, Burlihgtox, Iowa, 
April 19, 1845. 


Sia— 

1 have this moment learned with daep ragret that a citizen of 
Missouri, known by tha name of William P. Lindar, has been tried 
and convicted in the county of Davis in this Territory, upon an indict¬ 
ment for an assault and battery, and kidnapping and falsely imprison¬ 
ing one Frederick Achison, a citizen of this terrritory, and that the 
charges involve a question of jurisdiction of the tract of country claim-' 
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’ I have the honor to bs 

*■* Your Excellency’s ob't servant. 

Mi * . ..JOHN CHAMBERS. 


His Excellency 

Jon* C. EDwanns, 


Gov. of Missouri. 


r. 



